FAQs
Hallett Cove Seaside Pool 
The following Frequently Asked Questions summarises high-level expert advice regarding the feasibility of a seaside pool at Hallett Cove Beach.

Q: Is a seaside pool at Hallett Cove beach technically feasible?
The results of the high-level technical feasibility study suggest the physical coastal environment of Hallett Cove would allow for a seaside pool.
The study was a high-level assessment that did not include: 
· Community consultation
· Detailed proposals for design and construction
· Detailed analysis of construction costs, operational costs, risks and management models.
Key themes of the study included:
· Description of Hallett Cove coastal processes and underlying geology 
· Potential environmental impacts– including to the sub-tidal marine ecology, intertidal ecology and beach/ dune ecology
· Heritage and cultural sites
· Future erosion protection of the Heron Way Reserve embankment (taking into account coastal climate change)
· The potential for a seaside pool to assist with retention of sand at Hallett Cove Beach
· High-level construction and operational costs of the pool
· Likely popularity of a seaside pool and capacity to provide associated infrastructure such as access to car parking.
Q: How much would a seaside pool cost?
The feasibility study was a high-level assessment that did not include detailed analysis of costs. Coastal engineers advising on the project estimated that the overall project cost would likely be more than $5 million. This includes construction of the pool and surrounding public facilities as well as and protection of the surrounding embankment 
Since 2019 there has been a steady rise in construction costs and Council staff now estimate the initial capital costs to be up to $10 million depending on final form and design. 
[bookmark: _Int_PKX5lymv]There would also be a commitment to ongoing maintenance which Council would be responsible for.
Further cost estimates will be available in the second round of consultation for this project.
Q: Is the State Government or City of Marion planning to build a seaside pool – where did this idea come from?
No decision on building a seaside pool at Hallett Cove has been made by the City of Marion or State Government. 
The idea of a ‘sea pool’ was initially raised in 2017 by a local resident who saw a ‘sea pool’ as an opportunity to improve “SA’s most un-swimmable beach”. A campaign was started on Change.org and Facebook called “Let’s Build a Sea Pool at Hallett Cove” that received considerable support – with close to 5000 signatures.
The local Member of Parliament promised to investigate the idea further if the Liberal Party formed government following the 2018 state election.
On winning the state election, the government offered $25,000 subjected to being matched by City of Marion to investigate the idea further. Council agreed and matched the funding from the 2018/2019 Council budget. 

Q. Where at Hallett Cove beach could a seaside pool be located?
Two locations are proposed and available in the ‘Photos’ section of this Making Marion project page. 

Q: Could a seaside pool assist in protection of Heron Way Reserve from sea level rise?
Yes. A sea pool along with rock armouring at the base of the Heron Way Reserve embankment would provide protection to the Heron Way Reserve embankment from coastal climate change. 
The Heron Way embankment is already at risk of damage due to coastal erosion. If a seaside pool is not progressed, then rock armouring (or another form of protection) will eventually need to extend along the whole embankment. 

Q: Would a seaside pool impact on the surrounding marine environment?
Sea pools are generally seen to be of low environmental impact due to not needing chemicals for maintaining water quality. The study did not highlight any negative impacts on the marine environment from sea pools at other locations.
Key areas for consideration if the project was to progress to detailed design would include:
· Impacts related to the location, construction, and operation of the seawater pump. In particular minimising risk of entrapment of sea life in the pump.
· Monitoring of discharge water quality. The pool would be expected to attract more swimmers to Hallett Cove, however numbers would still be lower than those swimming at other metropolitan beaches. The presence of these additional people in and around the water may result in very small changes to water quality.
· Developing a plan for removal of species that may accidently be trapped in the pool through the intake pump or wave overtopping – this could include dangerous species such as blue-ringed octopus, jellyfish or urchins. Due to the high wall height and shallow adjacent reef, it is not expected that any large marine creatures could be washed in the pool.

Q: Are there cultural sites or considerations that could be impacted by a seaside pool?
There are registered cultural sites along Hallett Beach however these are not within the location for the seaside pool recommended from the feasibility study.
Cultural heritage advice and engagement with Kaurna representatives would be needed to further assess the project if it was to be progressed towards detailed design.

Q: Could a seaside pool impact on geologically significant sites at Hallett Cove?
Protection of the geological significance of Hallett Cove beach would be an important consideration if this project was to progress to detailed design. 
Key considerations would include:
· Sourcing appropriate rock for surround rock walls to pool to maintain geological character
· Avoiding heavy machinery on the beach to reduce breaking of beach cobble
· Ensuring the pool would not interfere with any of the large glacial erratics located on the beach.



Q: How would pool water quality be maintained?
Water quality in the sea pools studied in New South Wales in maintained by continuous flushing with water from the sea, either through natural tidal / wave action and / or artificial pumping. Temporary closures of pools in NSW due to poor water quality (e.g. during storms) are rare.
At Hallett Cove a seaside pool would operate best with the use of a pump as the primary means for filling and circulating water. 
Water quality would need to be monitored regularly to ensure the water in the pool is being flushed at the correct rate and the seawater being pumped into the pool meets water quality standards.

Q: Would waves regularly crash into the pool?
Waves would only “overtop” during very high tides or storms. For Hallett Cove, a pool with a wall height of at least 1.5m AHD is recommended (AHD is approximately mean sea level).
This higher wall would make the pool safer (due to less waves), more resilient to sea level rise and reduce the amount of debris being washed into the pool.

Q: What sort of public safety concerns might exist at a seaside pool?
For sea pools in New South Wales, waves are considered a public safety risk at times, and can often result in pool closures. Serious injuries and at least one death has been recorded due to waves in NSW pools.
At Hallett Cove, the wave and tidal conditions are generally milder than NSW. The recommended design of a pool for Hallett Cove, includes artificially pumping of sea water and a wall height of 1.5m AHD. This wall height will result in substantial wave overtopping into the pool only during storm waves and high tides thereby improving pool safety under ambient conditions.
Since there are no other seaside pools along the metropolitan Adelaide beach, there is no standard for the management of public safety. It is understood that the level of servicing would be dependent on whether the pool is seen as a public swimming facility of an extension of the ocean environment. This may be determined by who owns and manages the facility.
In NSW sea pools are generally treated like extensions of the ocean with many not having fencing with only five of the 70 pools being fenced and five staffing with full time lifeguards. This in part may be due to the long history of these pools – with many being around since the early 1900’s.
If a seaside pool is determined to be a public swimming facility (like other standard public pools in South Australia), there would be need to meet current standards for public swimming facilities, including the provision of lifeguards and fencing.
Water quality in the pool would need to be regularly monitored for pathogen build up or contamination, particularly during warm weather and if there are any events such as storms that might impact on the water quality of the seawater being brought into the pool.
There is potential for some dangerous sea creatures (e.g. blue-ringed octopus) to be trapped in the pool. The study does not identify this as a major management concern, however further consideration may be needed during detailed design, particularly through public signage and risk management as part of the maintenance / cleaning schedules.

Q: How popular might a seaside pool be and how would additional traffic be managed? 
Current visitations to the Hallett Cove foreshore was estimated to be 75,000 visitations per year. Based on data from other sea pools and usage statistics from other Australian aquatic facilities, a plausible estimate for annual visits to a seaside pool at Hallett Cove is 100,000 and could feasibly range from 50,000 to 150,000.
This projected pool usage indicates that the present supply of parking may be insufficient and further consideration of parking spaces would be needed during detailed design. The study analysed current parking arrangements and suggested that parking shortages could be overcome through a combination of the following:
· Increasing street car parking options along Dutchman Drive, Arafura Street and Grand Boulevarde;
· Providing bicycle storage facilities near the pool;
· Improving ease of access to and from Hallett Cove train station e.g. a bicycle-sharing scheme or shuttle bus during peak times.


Q: Who owns Hallett Cove beach?
The area recommended as suitable for the pool in the technical feasibility study is covered by the Harbors and Navigation Act, 1993. Under this Act, the Minister for Transport owns the seabed and foreshore to high water mark. Consent would need to be sought from the Minister to erect any structures if the project was to progress.
Further advice around land ownership, ongoing management responsibilities and public liability would be needed if this project was to progress. The types of agreements and / or approvals needed would vary depending on the lead proponent of the project.
Initial advice from Local Government Mutual Liability Scheme suggests that the land would be likely treated as Crown Land and the State Government would have lower levels of liability for a facility in this area than other organisations. 

Q: Would a seaside pool require development approval?
Yes. The area is zoned as “Coastal Conservation” in the City of Marion Development Plan.
The following forms of development are envisaged in the zone:
· coast protection works
· conservation works
· interpretive signage and facilities
· small scale tourism/visitor facilities (excluding accommodation).
The zone seeks that any development should be designed and sited to be compatible with conservation and enhancement of the coastal environment and scenic beauty of the zone and should not adversely impact on the ability to maintain the coastal frontage in a stable and natural condition. 

Q: Who advised on the study?
The study was project managed by City of Marion with support from a project reference group including key staff from City of Marion and Department for Environment and Water (Coastal Management).
The lead consultant for the technical report was University of New South Wales - Water Research Laboratory. The lead researcher has had significant experience advising on sea pools in New South Wales and is recognised as a lead authority on sea pool design and management in Australia.  
City of Marion also sought advice from local coastal planning specialists and flora and fauna specialists.
